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Celebrating the Gift of Thanksgiving

by Lou Volpe, Chair
St. Michael Stewardship Council

he attitude or virtue of

“being thankful” has

always been central
to any Catholic community, for the
word thanksgiving in the Greek is
“eucharistia,” and, of course, every
Sunday Catholics gather as one to
offer thanks to God and to receive the
Gift of Salvation for our lives — the
Eucharist. So it is very fitting that
we at St. Michael’s Parish — who
have just given of our time, talent,
and treasure through the Double
Blessings Campaign — for the good
of all who belong to our church, all
those who need our help outside our
church, and for the church and school
buildings themselves — celebrate the
gift of Thanksgiving.

We should especially be

thankful for our children and teachers
at St. Michael Parish School. The

Every contribution of
prayer and service has

enlivened our parish,

leading all of us to make

sacrifices of our treasure
to build the City of God.

365 students are alive academically

and spiritually. Along
with our one hundred
students in our Parish
School of Religion,
they are generous

in serving others,
including our many
parish projects, and
are learning to relate
to each other in a
specifically Christian
way.

Indeed, every
contribution of prayer
and service from every
segment of the St.
Michael community
has enlivened our
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parish, leading all of us to make
sacrifices of our treasure to build the
City of God in our small corner of
the world.

For all of us on the Stewardship
Council, this year of the Double
Blessing Campaign and the gifts
that have flowed from each member
of our St. Michael’s Community
have been significant signs of hope
for the future — hope in each other,
confidence in ourselves, and hope
and confidence in a God who is
always Eucharistically present and
available, whether on the altar, in the
adoration room, or in each one of us
who receive The Gift. Thanks to all
of you. May we continue to grow as a
community in Christ.



Whatsoever You

Do for These
Least Brothers
of Mine...

illions of Americans

will celebrate

Thanksgiving on
Nov. 24" We at St. Michael,
however, will also give thanks
on Sunday, Nov. 13%, which is
Stewardship Sunday. On this day,
members of St. Michael Parish
give thanks for everyone who
shares time, talent and treasure
for the Glory of God and to help
others in need.

Thank you to every one of
you who has answered God’s
call to service. St. Michael has
an army of parishioners who
work in dozens of ministries to
keep our parish going, and many
more who volunteer outside the
parish - working shoulder to
shoulder with fellow parishioners
to clear snow, sing in the choir
or help in our parish school,
or volunteering on your own,
driving an elderly neighbor to
the doctor or comforting a friend
who has lost a loved one.

As the Gospel of St. Matthew
tells us, when the Son of Man
comes again in His glory, He will
invite us to inherit the kingdom
of God. “For I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me drink, a
stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me, ill
and you cared for me, in prison
and you visited me... Amen, |
say to you, whatever you did
for one of these least brothers of
mine, you did for me.”
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Examples of just a few of the ways St. Michael parishioners have
served God and one another in the last year
- compiled by Launa Post, Stewardship Council member

7,325

number o otal volunteer hours to set up,
work, and tear down the parish festival

number of parishioners
who each spend about
3 hours each week
laundering and ironing

altar linens

675

funnel cakes enjoyed at the 2011
Parish Festival

500 dozen

baked goods prepared, donated and
sold by Christian Mothers at our Parish
Festival

2,217

hours s nt by parish cantors,
instrumentalists and members of the
choir, folk group, hand bell choir and
funeral choir preparing, rehearsing and
performing at Mass

1608

hours spent in meetings and service by
Junior Angels, working in the parish, 18"
Street Center, Easter Seals and Augusta Levy
Learning Center last year

hours spend by the environment committee
cleaning, arranging flowers and other decorative

elements and preparing the church for Masses

person hours
required to organize one six-
week bereavement group

$32

hours spent by extraordinary
ministers of the Eucharist assisting
at Sunday Masses

2,294

hours spent in Christian Life program
classes and meetings since its inception

87

percentage of school parents
actively involved in volunteer
work at our parish school

Do you have a number to share? We know
that our parishioners spent a great deal

of their time volunteering. If you'd like to
suggest a number that demonstrates parish
commitment to service, please email Wendy
Hinerman at whinerman(@stmikesparish.org.




T3 = B?
Time, talent and treasure translate to
Double Blessings for St. Michael

ur parish accepted the challenge of Double Blessings with
an outpouring of time, talent and treasure. Our parishioners
responded generously with their financial contributions and

also found ingenious ways to convert time and talent into even more
treasure. How’d they do it?

The Double Blessings campaign is nearing its end, and we anticipate

Irish Evening

Rummage Sale

Faculty Dress Down Fridays
Steak Fry

Evergreen Sale

Penny Drop

Palm Sunday bake sale
Parish Festival 50/50 Raffle
Chicken Salad sale

Pat’s Hallmark promotion
Bob Evans Community Dinners
Steelers Football Raffle
Cinco de Mayo Dinner

Mail Pouch paintings

Kids Night Out

Memorial contributions

a fantastic result. We’re grateful to the anonymous donor whose
gift made the campaign possible and to everyone who contributed

their time, talent and treasure.

Thanks to the wonderful people
of St. Michael, our parish is
truly doubly blessed.

Let Us Give Thanks:
A Parish Mission

veryone is invited to
participate in “Let us
Give Thanks,” a Mis-

sion of Gratitude at 7 p.m. Sunday,
November 13 through Wednesday,
November 16 in the church. Fr.
Scott Seethaler, CFM, will present
the following topics:

*  Sunday — Giving Thanks for
our Faith
*  Monday - Giving Thanks for
our Family
*  Tuesday - Giving Thanks for
God’s Mercy
*  Wednesday - Giving Thanks
for our Gifts

On Monday through
Wednesday evenings, Father
Scott will celebrate 5:30 p.m.
Mass and then hear confessions
until his presentation at 7 p.m.
He’ll join Father McSweeney in
a Communal Celebration of the
Anointing of the Sick on Tuesday
afternoon at 1 p.m. On Tuesday
evening, following Father Scott’s
talk, priests will be available
to hear additional confessions
until all are heard.For more
information, please contact the
Parish Office: 304.242.1560.

Gratitude Prayer

hank you, Father, for
having created us and
given us to each other

in the human family. Thank

you for being with us in all

our joys and sorrows, for your
comfort in our sadness, your
companionship in our loneliness.
Thank you for yesterday, today,
tomorrow and for the whole of
our lives. Thank you for friends,
for health and for grace. May we
live this and every day conscious

of all that has been given to us.
From The Catholic Praver Book,

compiled by Msgr. Michael Buckley.
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Jesse Tree Ministry Shares Christmas Joy

ur charitable outreach during Advent takes
Othe shape of fir trees adorned with colorful
tags representing the needs of members of the
community. Our Junior Angels provide this opportunity
for parishioners to assist the residents of Lazarus House
and Mary & Martha’s House, needy school-age children,
struggling families and homebound parishioners.
: Members of our parish community can select a tag
from the trees beginning the weekend of Nov. 26. A
variety of gifts are requested, from stationery with books
of postage stamps to Kroger gift cards to coffee and
laundry detergent. Wrapped or brightly-packaged gifts

e o

W should be returned to the church the weekend of Dec.
Junior Angels leader Tammy Miller and her 10 for delivery before Christmas. Our response during
daughter, Clare, work to organize presents do- Advent 2010 was awesome and we know that our parish
nated as part of last year's Jesse Tree project. family will be just as generous, or even MORE generous,

this year!
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